
Approximate meter gap spacing between inlet and outlet for 
tapping crew to fit meter, couplings and dirtbox where required

Note: 
Plastic spacers or bridging pieces are Not permitted for use in place of water 
meters unless authorised by Barwon Water 

Connecting to a dry taping without first booking in a meter installation will 
result in a contravention notice and a possible prosecution as set out in Barwon 
Water’s water supply and sewerage plumbing by-law 

Issue 1 - August 2010

20 mm Minimum Gap Maximum Gap

Meter without dirtbox 230 mm 250 mm

Meter with dirtbox 320 mm 350 mm

25 mm Minimum Gap Maximum Gap

Meter without dirtbox 250 mm 300 mm

Meter with dirtbox 350 mm 400 mm

Barwon Water drinking water 20 mm and 25 mm meter installation  
- Not to be used for non-drinking water

Dirtboxes required in  
these areas:

Anglesea

Apollo Bay

Barwon Heads

Collindena

Jan Juc

Lorne

Marcus Hill

Ocean Grove

Portarlington

Pt Lonsdale

Queenscliff

St Leonards

Torquay

All other areas do not require 
dirt boxes (“Y” type inline 
strainers)

Note: 
In some of Barwon Water 
coastal areas a dirtbox is 
required to be fitted between 
stop tap and meter

The owner has the responsibility  
to maintain this section

Barwon Water has the responsibility to maintain or replace this section 
of the service pipe if the service is 25 mm dia or less (Conditions apply)

The owner has the responsibility to maintain or replace this section of the 
service pipe if the service is greater than 25 mm dia

Barwon  
Water asset

Barwon  
Water asset

Water meter

The dual check 
is drawn in 

the preferred 
position

All meter assemblies 
must be set up 
in horizontal 
configuration

Vertical installations  
will NOT be accepted

Stop tap

150 mm  
minimum

Title boundary

Min 150 mm Max 2.0 m
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Note: (Concrete etc.) 25 mm 
all round clearance is required 
where service pipe is installed 
through paved surfaces. This is 
so that meter can be replaced

To house

Dry tapping  
ball valve

Copper trace wire on polyethylene 
or non conductive services

Water main

300 mm Cap

PVC 
riser

Main ferrule  
and tapping 
saddle


